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1. Objectives:

Upon completing the course, students:
1. Will be able to examine issues when reading fiction in order to extend the understanding of it beyond the conventional elements of plot, character and theme.
2. Will be able to examine and apply (some of) the critical approaches and critical theories into their literature analysis.
3. Will develop their ability to produce written critical work.
2. Contents:
This course introduces students to various fictions from realist genre. As students read, they will examine issues from literary texts and frame them into critical theories to develop a critical analysis of literature.
3. Learning Activities: 

Seminars, class discussion, fiction reading

4. Media: 

Computer and LCD Projector

5. Evaluation:

Grade weighting comprises the following components:
Attendance, Participation, Reader-response posts

30%

Term Paper






30%

Final Paper






40%





Grading Policy
Please keep in mind the following scale: 

85 -  100
= A 
Exceptional work (student exceeds expectations ) 

75 – 84

= B 
Very good work; above average


65 – 74

= C 
Average work; at grade level (student meets expectations )

55 - 64

= D 
Below average

< 45

= E 
Work fails to meet minimum standards
(Grading scores are normative and subject to change in respond to the overall class performance)

Attendance: No more than 3 absences for any reason, including illness and university sponsored events, are allowed. Attendance problems will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis. Extremely poor attendance will result in a failing grade regardless of your grades on papers and exams.

Piracy: Plagiarism will not be tolerated. If you submit any work which is not the product of your own study and efforts, you will receive a grade of E for that work and probably for the course. Extreme violations will be reported to the appropriate university authorities. Remember: If you can find it on the internet, so can your lecturers.
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Selected works of fiction
7. Course Outline
	Sessions
	Topics
	Sources 

	1
	Introduction to the course, syllabus overview
	Syllabus

	2
	How to write a Critical Literary Analysis of Literature
	Handouts

	3
	Character: How is it constructed and represented
	Bennet & Royle, p. 63

Nikolajeva, p. 3 


	4
	Reading and Reader Response post on:
Farukh Dhondy, “The Mandarin Exam”
	

	5
	Point of view and focalization: How readers are shown about characters and events in fiction
	Handouts

	6
	Reading and Reader Response post on:
Jan Mark, “It Wasn’t Me”
	

	7
	Setting: Narrative Space and Narrative Time
	Toolan, p.47

	8
	Term Paper
	

	9
	Reading and Reader Response post on:
Budge Wilson, “My Cousin Clarette”
	

	10
	Culture: Popular and Media Culture
	Nealon & Giroux, p. 51

	11
	Reading and Reader Response post on Gossip Girl 
	

	12
	Gender and Feminist Criticism
	Nealon & Giroux, p. 164

	13
	Reading and Reader Response post on Rapunzel
	

	14
	Ideology
	Nealon & Giroux, p. 83

	15
	Reading and Reader Response post on How To Make Friends in Seventh Grade
	

	16
	FINAL PAPER
	

	
	
	



	Sessions
	Topics
	Objectives
	Learning Activities
	Evaluation
	Sources

	1
	Introduction to the course, syllabus overview
	Students are familiar with the course
	Seminar
	-
	Syllabus

	2
	How to write a Critical Literary Analysis of Literature
	Students are able to make a good critical literary analysis of literature
	Seminar and Discussion
	-
	Handouts

	3
	Character: How is it constructed and represented
	Students are able to examine how characters in fictions are constructed and represented 
	Seminar and Discussion
	-
	Bennet & Royle, p. 63

Nikolajeva, p. 3 



	4
	Reading and Reader Response post on:

Farukh Dhondy, “The Mandarin Exam”
	Students are able to apply critical analysis of character on the selected fiction
	Seminar and Discussion
	Reader-response post
	-

	5
	Point of view and focalization: How readers are shown about characters and events in fiction
	Students are able to examine how readers are shown about characters and events in fiction
	Seminar and Discussion
	-
	Handouts

	6
	Reading and Reader Response post on:

Jan Mark, “It Wasn’t Me”
	Students are able to apply critical analysis of point of view and focalization on the selected fiction
	Seminar and Discussion
	Reader-response post
	

	7
	Setting: Narrative Space and Narrative Time
	Students are able to examine how setting builds narrative structure in fiction
	Seminar and Discussion
	-
	Toolan, p.47

	8
	Term Paper

	9
	Reading and Reader Response post on:

Budge Wilson, “My Cousin Clarette”
	Students are able to apply critical analysis of settings in fiction
	Seminar and Discussion
	Reader-response post
	

	10
	Culture: Popular and Media Culture
	Students are able to examine issues of cultural formation in popular  literature
	Seminar and Discussion
	-
	Nealon & Giroux, p. 51

	11
	Reading and Reader Response post on Gossip Girl 
	Students are able to apply critical analysis of cultural formation in popular literature
	Seminar and Discussion
	Reader-response post
	

	12
	Gender and Feminist Criticism
	Students are able to examine issues of gender and feminisms in fiction
	Seminar and Discussion
	-
	Nealon & Giroux, p. 164

	13
	Reading and Reader Response post on Rapunzel
	Students are able to apply critical analysis of gender and feminism in fiction
	Seminar and Discussion
	Reader-response post
	

	14
	Ideology
	Students are able to examine ideological manifestation in fiction
	Seminar and Discussion
	-
	Nealon & Giroux, p. 83

	15
	Reading and Reader Response post on How To Make Friends in Seventh Grade
	Students are able to apply critical analysis of ideological manifestation in fiction
	Seminar and Discussion
	Reader-response post
	

	16
	FINAL PAPER
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